When should one tell a mother her newborn baby is a mongol? There is a saying that 'if you tell her early she hates the baby, and if you tell her late she hates the doctor'. My own preference is for the latter, though the decision is often taken out of the paediatrician's hands when the parents recognise the facts for themselves at birth.
This book is a novel about John David, a newborn mongol who is rejected by his parents, and the consequences that are faced by the family. It Anyone interested in helping the families of handicapped children in the newborn period will enjoy reading this book, taken in conjunction perhaps with Gill Lonsdale's chapter on how to do it properly (G Lonsdale, P Elfer, P Ballard.
Children, grief, and social work. Oxford: Blackwell, 1979 The title Adolesceut spine would have been better rephrased 'The immature spine.' Dr Keim's chief clinical expertise lies in the field of spinal deformity and accordingly the bulk of this text deals with scoliosis. The very brief sections on congenital problems, tumours, trauma, and infections reflect the increasing trend for these conditions to be directed towards scoliosis surgeons. While this book is written with the scoliosis surgeon in mind, its brevity and depth are suited admirably to the resident or the non-scoliosis surgeon, both of whom will find all the basic knowledge they require on this subject in a little over 200 pages.
The text is well presented and has a flavour of personal experience which makes it more readable than many others. The illustrations and photographs are just right in number and quality. It is slightly spoiled by repetition; the material on Klippel-Feil syndrome, cervical spine injuries, and tumours being unnecessarily repeated in the early chapters. My only major disagreement with Dr Keim is his main justification for a second edition-'knowledge of the human spine is increasing at a rather rapid pace.' While this book reflects admirably the mushrooming clinical interest in the developing spine, regrettably it is not based upon significantly increased knowledge of its behaviour. None the less, the improved second edition can only do better than the already successful first. A professional group in Minnesota publish a 'Child Youth Services' series of which this is the fourth. Whereas previous volumes were a review of the literature of a given topic, this one attempts to treat a subject in depth.
The authors claim that abuse of children in care has obviously not attracted the attention it should. There is hard factual evidence to substantiate the size and the nature of the problem and to show ways of preventing and managing it. Many topics are covered in 145 pages: physical and sexual abuse, the irresponsible management ofchildren in care causing 'foster-care drift', corporal punishment, religious values, and children's rights, to mention but a few.
'The assumption that a child is removed from an abusive or neglected home and placed in a safe environment can no longer be taken at face value'. This epitomises the varied aspects covered in this book. A This is a major review of the hazards of tobacco smoking, in particular the not inconsiderable hazards for the 'passive smoker'-the non-smoker in contact with a smoke-polluted atmosphere.
The first two chapters cover the constituents of tobacco smoke and their pollutant yields. In the chapter on observed pollution due to cigarette smoke clear evidence of the absorption of nicotine by non-smokers is described. Tests in submarines showed urinary levels of nicotine in non-smokers of about 1 % of
